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ACQUITTED 


A SENATE VERDICT WITHOUT WITNESSES 


Trump third president to survive impeachment 


On the day he was acquitted, President Donald Trump welcomed Venezuelan opposition leader Juan Guaido, not pictured, to the White House. 


Romney only senator to 
break from party lines 


By NICHOLAS FANDOS œ New York Times 


WASHINGTON - After five 
months of hearings, investi- 
gations and cascading revela- 
tions about President Donald 
Trump’s dealings with Ukraine, 
a divided U.S. Senate acquitted 
him on Wednesday of charges 
that he abused his power and 
obstructed Congress to aid his 
own re-election, bringing an 
acrimonious impeachment trial 
to its expected end. 

In a pair of votes whose out- 
come was never in doubt, the 
Senate fell well short of the 
two-thirds margin that would 
have been needed to remove 
Trump, formally concluding 
the three-week-long trial of the 
45th president that has roiled 
Washington. The verdicts came 
down almost entirely along 
party lines, with every Dem- 
ocrat voting “guilty” on both 
charges and Republicans uni- 
formly voting “not guilty” on 
the obstruction of Congress 


charge. Only one Republican, 
Sen. Mitt Romney of Utah, 
broke with his party to judge 
Trump guilty of abuse of power. 

It was the third impeachment 
trial of a president and the third 
acquittal in American history, 
and it ended the way it began, 
with Republicans and Demo- 
crats at odds over Trump’s con- 
duct and his fitness for office, 
even as some members of his 
own party conceded the basic 
allegations that undergirded 
the charges, that he sought to 
pressure Ukraine to smear his 
political rivals. 

“Senators how say you?” 
Chief Justice John Roberts, the 
presiding officer, asked shortly 
after 4 p.m. in Washington. “Is 
the respondent, Donald John 
Trump, president of the United 
States, guilty or not guilty?” 

Senators seated at their 
wooden desks stood one by 

See TRUMP on Al0 > 


The final say 


Trump’s future is up to the voters. A8 


Democrats grow weary 
Party feels disjointed at crucial time. A9 


THE VERDICT 


Article I: 
Abuse of power 


Trump “corruptly” solicited 
election assistance from the 
government of Ukraine. 


Guilty: 48 - Not Guilty: 52 


Article II: 
Obstruction of Congress 


Trump ordered others to defy 
House subpoenas and blocked 
access to documents. 


Guilty: 47 - Not Guilty: 53 


WHAT'S NEXT? 


Questions from the Ukraine 
matter continue to swirl. 
House Democrats may yet 
summon former national 
security adviser John Bolton to 
testify about revelations from 
his forthcoming book. Other 
eyewitnesses and documents 
are almost sure to surface. 
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COMPLETE COVERAGE INSIDE 


Outcome widens rifts 
across Minnesota 


By BRIANA BIERSCHBACH, TOREY VAN OOT « Star Tribune staff 


The discord over the acquit- 
tal of President Donald Trump 
flowed out of the U.S. Senate 
chamber, washed over Minne- 
sota and into Curt Kaderlik’s 
living room. 

The 78-year-old retired sales- 
man and his “better half,” Patri- 
cia Carroll, see things differ- 
ently — even watching the trial 
on different TVs. 

Kaderlik, a Republican, said 
he was calling the White House 
from their home in Owatonna 
to congratulate the president 
after the end of a trial that he 
called a “farce” and a “waste 
of time.” Carroll, his partner of 
38 years, wasn’t so quick to let 
Trump off the hook. 

“If they don’t impeach him, 
he is going to think, ‘I got away 
with this, and he is going to 
keep doing more crap,” said 
Carroll, a lifelong Democrat. 
“Ifhe don’t get impeached, fine, 
but he better behave himself.” 


As the closely divided Senate 
voted to acquit the president on 
charges of abuse of power and 
obstruction of Congress — 
politically, a foregone conclu- 
sion — the case against Trump 
was thrown back to a deeply 
polarized public. 

Across Minnesota, people 
reacted much as they had in 
December when the House 
voted to impeach, with few 
indicating their minds were 
changed after a two-week trial. 

Bill Jamison and Cory James 
nursed a couple of beers inside 
the Chester Bird Post 523 Amer- 
ican Legion in Golden Valley, 
as they waited for some former 
work colleagues for the after- 
noon’s meat raffle. 

Jamison, 64, of Champlin, 
and James, 59, of Eagan, couldn’t 
have been further apart on the 
question of whether Trump’s 
conduct warranted his removal 
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Republican response 
It’s aslap on the wrist for Trump. A9 


Dissenter 


Romney guided by faith, duty. A11 
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